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A Prospective Study on the Abortion and Stillbirths ;

n Taim,
1974 75

Shwu- Chong Wu*

In order to understand the mmdence of induced abortion, a prospective follow
up survey was conducted on the currently married women aged 15~39 in 1974
and“1975. The major findings of the study are as follows :

1. The 13,604 1£1terv1ewee reported 449 induced aborti.ons, the induced
abortion rate is 33.0 per 1000 currently married women per year. The
ratio of induced abortions to live births was 178.6:1000. Assuming these
rate and ratio are applicable to all 15~ 39 curgently married women
throughout the whole Taiwan Area, then the estimated total number of
induced abortions performed in Taiwan Area during 1974~1975 would have
been about 50,000 to 60,000 per year, _

2. The inducecl_ abortions to pregnancies ratio was 136.4 per 1000 pregnan-
cies. The ratio of all abortions and stillbifths to pregnancies (i.e, preg-
nancy wastage rate ) was 194.7 per 1000 per vear. _

3. Among four geographic oreas ( rural townships, wurban township, small
citios, 5 large cities ) the induced abortions per 1000_ currently married
women, induced abortions per 1000 pregnancies, and .raj:ios of induced
abortions to live births of small cities are the highest and are 2~ 3
tiroes than those of others. It may be due to a higher contraceptive fai-
lure rate .combined with a higher rate of unexpected pregnancies among
small cities, However, further research for these inferences is necessary.

4. Among those age groups, the ratios of mduced_abortlons to pregnancies
and to live births are increased rapidly according to increase of age.
This result may indicate the higher the age group, the more unexpected
Dreg nancies, and the more to practlce induced abortlon

S. The higher educational level, the fewer induced abortions and spontenous

abortions are revealed. The reason that those better educated with fewer
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abortions, both the induced and the sportenous, may dwa to they En]O

a better nutrition and medical sevice, and additmnally, they know bette
and practice well of bith control in avoiding un_expected pregnancies.
The rates of induced abortion of those women married less than 5 year
and 15 years ovef_is about half of those of other groups. This reflects
a fact that those married less than 5 years may not have enough child
ren to be considered as ideal, and those married 15 years over may hawv

a low fecundity and less opportuhities to be pregnant.
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